


Our Mission
Real Food Farm works toward a just and 

sustainable food system by improving 
neighborhood access to healthy 

food, providing experience -based 
education, and developing an 

economically viable, environmentally 
responsible 

local agriculture sector.

Our History
Real Food Farm grew out of the Urban 
Agriculture Task Force, a volunteer 
working group established in 2008 to 
promote farming in the city.  The farm 
partnered with the Safe Healing 
Foundation to erect the first three 
hoophouses in the fall of 2009.



Civic Works, Baltimoreôs urban 
service corps and an 
AmeriCorps program, was 
founded in 1993. Our mission 
is to build a future for 
Baltimoreôs youth through 

community service and skills development. Since its 
inception, Civic Works has trained and assisted more 
than 2500 Baltimore area participants in performing 
community service projects, developing job readiness 
and life skills, and finding employment.

About Civic Works





Site Plan



Who We Are
Founded in 2009, Real Food 
Farm is Civic Worksô innovative 
urban agriculture 
enterprise, located on 6 acres of 
Clifton Park in northeast 
Baltimore. 

Real Food Farm uses high-
tunnel hoop houses (low-
cost, low-input greenhouses) 
and sustainable farming 
methods to produce 
vegetables, fruits, and herbs to 
improve community access to 
wholesome, locally-grown food.

What We Do
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Å95% of respondents 
would buy food from 
Clifton Park if it were for 
sale in their area!

Å65% of respondents 
want to buy certain food 
that is unavailable in 
their neighborhoods.

Å37% said they are 
ñoftenò or ñsometimesò 
unable to buy healthy 
food because they are 
out of money or 
assistance.
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Odds of Diabetes By Ease of 
Getting to Supermarket

ODDS RATIO: 1.69



Project Goals 1)Improve neighborhood access 
to healthy foods

ÅFocus on five neighborhoods adjacent to Clifton Park with little to no 
access to fresh produce

ÅGrow and sell local, fresh, pesticide-free produce at affordable prices

ÅOperate three weekly markets in the surrounding neighborhoods

ÅAccept EBT at markets and offer an 
additional discount to all customers 
on government food assistance

ÅPartner with community organizations
to provide opportunities for dialogue
and programs that develop attitudes
and behaviors toward healthy eating





Project Goals

ÅFarm Lab (grades 6-12) is an extended inquiry-based environmental 
education experience designed in collaboration with individual teachers 
to address state curriculum standards.  

Å Internship (grades 10-12) pays high school students to work on the 
farm while enhancing their math, science, nutrition, and urban farming 
knowledge and skills.

ÅFarm Club (grades 6-12) is an after-
school program in which students take 
full responsibility for a garden plot.

ÅField Trips (all grade levels) last 
1-2 hours and include a guided farm 
tour, interactive discussion, and 
age-appropriate farm work.

2) Promote experiential education 
opportunities for Baltimoreôs students





Project Goals

ÅDemonstrate a replicable and sustainable business model

ÅProvide skills training and create local jobs

ÅCreate and operate the Entrepreneurial Agriculture Training (EAT) 
program to train community 
members in agriculture and 
local food enterprises

ÅEmploy a marketing model that 
balances the priority of the five 
adjacent neighborhoods with other 
income-generating activities

3) Catalyze the establishment of a 
vibrant local agriculture sector





Project Goals

ÅMinimize the farmôs carbon footprint and run-off to the Bay by 
following environmentally sustainable farming practices

ÅReduce food miles by 
localizing consumption

ÅPartner with local watershed 
protection organizations to 
promote watershed 
stewardship

4) Localize Baltimoreôs food 
consumption & improve local environment





Partnerships
ÅNeighborhood associations

Å Farms and agriculture specialists

Å Area non-profit organizations

Å Local colleges & universities

Å Baltimore City departments


